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Peter Gordon Bridge
Well known as a compassionate, empathetic pastor and teacher with a great sense of
humor, Peter was born on July 1, 1930 in Springfield, MA to Helen Woodin and
Chester Gordon Bridge. He graduated from Enfield (CT.) High School and earned
degrees from Kents Hill School (ME), Colby College, Hartford Theological Seminary,
St. Michael’s College, and Boston University. During the Korean War he served four
years in the US Air Force, stationed mainly in Japan.
Peter began ministry in the local church in Maine, but shortly thereafter entered the
field of education. In 1961 he was the first pastor of the merged churches (five into
one) in Readfield, ME. After three years he moved to Kents Hill School as chaplain,
teacher, and coach. From there he relocated to Champlain College, Burlington, VT with a similar combination of
duties. He eventually became Dean of Students and Dean of Men’s Academic Affairs. He was also known as “the
ice cream man” since he and his family drove a neighborhood ice cream truck for several summers.
Peter’s community work in the Burlington area included volunteering with the United Way of Chittenden County,
the McClure Multigenerational Center, Ward 4/7 NPA, AARP, Planned Parenthood, the Vermont Association for
the Blind, Burlington Community Land Trust, and St. Paul’s Cathedral. A gifted entertainer, Peter was a member
of several swing bands in high school and college, as actor in plays at Champlain College, and a barbershop singer
with the Green Mountain Chorus. He played drums in two jazz bands: Dr. Jazz and the Dixie Hot Shots, and
Onion River. With bluegrass musicians in Richmond, VT and Englewood, FL he often played washboard. In later
years, he directed the senior chorus at the McClure Senior Center.
After a long illness, Peter died on August 24, 2010 at the Vermont Respite House, Burlington. His funeral was held
on August 29 at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Burlington, with the Very Rev. Diane Nancekivell, Acting Dean, officiating. A
Dixieland band made up of musicians with whom Peter has played led the closing song. Peter is survived by his
wife of 50 years, Mary Ellen (Chase) Bridge; a son, Stephen, and his wife Midori of Celina, OH; a daughter, Lisa
Rizzio, and her partner Jim Cohen of Shelburne, VT; three grandchildren; two brothers, Wallace of Kissimmee,
FL, and John of Manchester, ME; and many nieces, nephews, and cousins. Peter was predeceased by his brother,
David, of Manchester, ME, and his sister, Betty Ann Monson, of Augusta, ME.
W. Ralph Bruce
Ralph is remembered by many as a “peacemaker” and a “positive enabler” and as
District Superintendent in the former New Hampshire Conference. He was born on
June 30, 1934 in Nashville, TN to Nina Beatrice (Crow) and Cecil D. Bruce. Ralph
graduated from Cumberland County High School, Crossville, TN in 1952. Two years
later he earned a B.A. at Martin Methodist Junior College, followed by a B.A. in 1956
from Tennessee Polytechnic Institute. In 1959 he completed his M.Div. at Vanderbilt
University, followed by an S.T.M. at Boston University School of Theology.
Ralph’s parish ministry spanned over forty years. During college, he led several small
and rural churches in the Tennessee Conference, including Lambeth Memorial
Methodist Church, Gallatin, TN. At these churches he was affectionately known as their “boy preacher.” After
transferring to the New Hampshire Conference, he was appointed to Penacook in 1959, followed by Woodsville
and North Haverhill (1962-65), Grace UMC, Haverhill, MA (1966-70), and St. John’s UMC, Dover (1971-76). In
1977 Ralph became District Superintendent of the Southern NH District, serving until l983 when he became
Pastor of Main Street UMC, Nashua, In l992, he was appointed to St. James UMC, Merrimack, from which he
retired in l998. Even after formal retirement, Ralph continued to pastor at Suncook, NH, Saugus, MA, East
Kingston, Fremont, and again at Main Street UMC, Nashua, where he was honored as Pastor Emeritus.
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In addition to his parish work, Ralph served as Chairman and Treasurer of the Conference Equitable Salary
Commission and was an active member of the Boards of Global Ministries and Ordained Ministry. He also served
as Chair of the Committee on Investigation, Chair of the Conference Council of Ministries, Chair of the NH
Council of Churches, and Chair of the NH Committee on Education. During the latter term Camp Wanakee was
purchased, and Ralph later became Camp Director and Counselor. He was also Chairman of the New Hampshire
Bible Society. In all his various positions Ralph was known and admired for his steady, calm, and optimistic outlook, with a dry sense of humor. He was tolerant of varying opinions but wise in outlook and was able to help
people arrive at a workable and agreeable consensus.
After a period of declining health, Ralph died on June 3, 2010 at Greenbriar Terrace Health Center, Nashua, NH.
His memorial service was held at Main Street UMC, Nashua, on June 12. Burial was at Last Rest Cemetery,
Merrimack. Ralph is survived by his wife of 31 years, Rae Marie (Cote) Bruce of Nashua; a son David of Weare,
NH; a daughter Donna Berube of Effingham; two stepchildren Kenneth J. Stewart of Pittsfield and Heather
Stewart, PhD of Oak Park, IL; four grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; a brother-in-law David Cota and his
wife Gloria of Stanford, NC; a niece, a nephew, and several cousins.
Sidney Edward Buzzell
Outstanding in service as both a layman and local pastor, Sid was born on July 25,
1925 in Guilford, ME to Ethel (Strickland) and Harold Buzzell. He graduated from
Sangerville High School in 1943 and promptly enlisted in the US Army Field Artillery,
as a Staff Sargeant and took part in the D-Day landing at Utah Beach in 1944. After he
returned home, he and his father owned and operated H. E. Buzzell & Son Market in
Sangerville until 1969. During those years Sid was active in town affairs, Boy Scouts,
Masons and Eastern Star. He was a 50-year member of both the Abner Wade Masonic
Lodge A.F.A.M. and the Susie Carr Chapter #181, O.E.S., both of Sangerville.
Encouraged by District Superintendent Lewis Beckford, Sid was appointed supply
pastor in 1965 of the East and West Corinth UM Churches, which he served for over 17 years. Meanwhile he graduated from Boston University School of Theology and was ordained a local pastor in 1972. Sid served Grace
UMC, Bangor for 8 years (1982-1990), followed by Guilford UMC for 3 years until his retirement in 1993. A high
point of these years was when he and his wife Ruth, whom he married in 1947, attended the World Congress on
Evangelism in Israel.
Sid enjoyed active retirement as a participant at an Alzheimer’s day care center, “My Friend’s Place,” and at the cardiac program at the YMCA. He also served as a Troop Greeter at the Bangor International Airport, ministering
to service personnel, sharing his military experiences, listened to problems, and offered suggestions and support.
He even gave out Maine quarters, many of which were acknowledged by letter. Proud to be a veteran, Sid visited
the WWII Memorial in Washington DC, and owned a WWII Cane from Coles Museum.
Sid died on August 24, 2010 of multiple health problems. His funeral took place on August 27 at First UMC,
Bangor, with the Rev. Dr. Randall Chretien officiating. Burial was in Sangerville Village Cemetery, with military
honors, Pastor Stephen Dean officiating and members of the Abner Wade Lodge participatiing. Sid is survived
by his wife of 63 years, Ruth A. (Loane) Buzzell of Bangor; two daughters, Helen Feldman and her husband
Howard of Auburn, and Jeanne Cookson and her husband David of Guilford; five grandchildren, ten great-grandchildren; two brothers, Norman Buzzell and his wife Marguerite of Bangor, ME, and Sterling Buzzell and his wife
Barbara of PA; and several nieces and nephews.
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John Lewis Camp
Honored for his creativity in worship and his excellent preaching, John was born on
November 27, 1935 in Catawissa, PA to Mary Pensyl Blass and Mervin John Camp.
After graduating from Catawissa High School he attended Olivette Nazarene College
He earned his theological degree at Wesley Seminary, Washington, DC.
John’s 32-year ministry began in the Central Pennsylvania Conference at Hopewell
(1962-65). during which pastorate he was ordained elder. He then served Patton
(1965) in the Western Pennsylvania Conference. Transferring to the New England
Southern Conference, he was appointed to Willimantic, CT (1966-75). He then served
First UMC, Leominster, MA from 1976 to early 1984, followed by Westboro UMC
until 1990. His pastorate at North Attleboro, MA (1991-93) was followed by service in Maynard, MA, (1994-97).
At the Conference level, John served on the District Superintendency Committee, Church & Relocation
Committee, Conference Council of Ministries, Board of Evangelism, and his District Council on Ministries. In
community work, John was active on behalf of urban renewal and ecumenical services, and served as president
of the local clergy associations.
After retirement from parish ministry 1998, John was active in chaplaincy, first at Falmouth Hospital and later as
Upper Cape Chaplain for 10 years. Among his hobbies were horseback riding, gardening, and computers. He was
known as a good listener, thoughtful, helpful, and loving, creative as a handyman and as a worship leader. His dramatic order of worship was published by the United Methodist Publishing House. His role as a circuit rider was
recognized in 1966 in Patton, PA and Baltimore, MD. John was given the Denman Preaching Award and the
Blaine Taylor Pastoral Award.
John died on January 26, 2011. His funeral took place at John Wesley UMC, Falmouth, MA with the Rev. David
Calhoun officiating. Burial was at the National Cemetery in Bourne, MA. John is survived by his wife, Joan Camp
of Mashpee.
S. Blake Ellis
Well known in the former Maine Conference as pastor and Southern District
Superintendent, Blake was born on November 1, 1921 in Garland, ME to Samuel and
Avis Blake Ellis. After the family moved to Massachusetts, Blake graduated from
Lawrence (MA) High School, and attended Boston University School of Liberal Arts
and the College of Music. In 1942 he entered service in the Civilian Public Services in
Big Flats, NY and Trenton, ND. Later he volunteered as an attendant at Byberry,
Philadelphia State Hospital. While there, Blake volunteered to be a human guinea pig
in a hepatitis experiment at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. During his
resulting hospitalization Blake met a nurse, Edna May Vansant, whom he married in
1945. The following year, Blake and Edna then moved back to Maine, where he
became a radio announcer at WPOR, Portland.
Responding to a call to ministry, Blake began studies at the University of New Hampshire, and served as a student pastor at South Eliot (ME) Methodist Church (1953-57). He completed his theological degree at Boston
University School of Theology, and was ordained deacon in 1955 and elder in 1957. Thereafter he was pastor at
Brunswick (1958-62) and Peoples UMC, South Portland (1963-70). In 1971 Blake was appointed Southern
District Superintendent, where he served until 1977. He then became pastor in Fairfield, ME (1977-82), followed
by Yarmouth, ME (1983-4) from which he retired in 1984. During his pastorates, Blake also served as Chair of the
Maine Conference Board of Pensions and Treasurer of the Maine Conference Preachers’ Aid Society. Colleagues
“thought of him as a steady voice of reason, a peacemaker, and one who was always open to the many voices of
God.”
A life-long singer, Blake shared his baritone voice on the radio, in church choirs, and the Portland Community
Chorus. In High School he was active in baseball and football. In later years, his talents as a carpenter and handyman became evident when he built a summer cabin. He and his wife were members of Marriage Enrichment
teams in Maine.
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After retirement, Blake recorded several books by Maine authors for the Talking Books of the Maine State Library.
These included Margaret Hendrickson’s Seven Steeples and Dorothy Clarke Wilson’s The Big Little World of Doc
Pritham.
On August 15, 2010, Blake died of complications of dementia. A memorial service was held at Brunswick UMC
on August 21, 2010, with the Revs. S. Clifton Ives and Peter Poitras officiating. Blake’s body was donated to the
University of Massachusetts Medical School, with his brain donated to the Harvard Brain Tissue Resource Center.
Blake is survived by his wife of 65 years, Edna May Vensant Ellis; their three children, Nancy Curtis of Kane, PA,
Jean Guilbault of Brunswick, ME, and Robert Ellis of Fairfield, ME; a brother, Dean Ellis, of Hampton, NH; nine
grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.
Robert William Huston
Called “The Architect of Methodist Ecumenism,” “Rob” is remembered for his passion
for church unity and as a “bridge-builder” and a champion of the gifts of women and
young people.. He was born on September 9, 1920 in Tacoma, WA to Ruth Lenore
(Smith) and Thomas Scott Huston. He graduated from Stadium High School,
Tacoma, and was active in the local Epworth League Institute. He served in World War
II as a US Navy Petty Officer, first class, for two years on the aircraft carrier, USS Wake
Island. After the war, he earned a bachelor’s degree at the University of Puget Sound
in 1949. His studies continued at Boston University School of Theology where he
earned a degree in theology in 1953 and a doctorate in social ethics in 1964. He was
particularly proud of earning the ThD since there were so few of them. Between these
programs, he was a fellow at the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies in Bossey-Celigny, Switzerland.
Robert was ordained elder in the former Southern New England Conference in 1952, having already served
Firecrest Church, Tacoma, in the Pacific NW Conference (1947-48) and Weston in the New England Conference
(1949-52). He was then appointed to Centre Church, Malden (1958-63) and Newtonville in 1964-5. In 1965
Robert became General Secretary of the General Commission on Ecumenical Affairs (1965-71). This was followed by his being chosen Associate General Secretary of the Division of Ecumenical and Interreligious
Concerns, General Board of Global Ministries (1972-79). In 1980 he became General Secretary of Commission
on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, from which he retired in October 1990. Robert also served as a
delegate to the World Council of Churches, the National Council of Churches of Christ USA, and the
Consultation on Christian Union. He was chosen as an official Protestant Observer at Vatican II in 1965, assisting in dialogues with Roman Catholics and Lutherans. In April 2005, the Commission on Christian Unity dedicated their Conference Room at the Interchurch Center in New York City to Rob who they said “articulated a
vision of the vocation to which every Christian is called, namely, prayer and work for the unity of Christ’s
Church.”
In addition to his ecumenical activities, Rob shared his well-trained bass voice in quartets and men’s choruses,
often as soloist. He was an accomplished woodworker and carpenter. He was honored and much loved as a dedicated father and grandfather, having the pleasure of officiating at the wedding of his grandson and namesake in
2008.
After suffering a stroke, Rob died on October 6, 2010 of congestive heart failure at the Peconic Landing
Retirement Community, Greenport, Long Island, NY. His memorial service was held on November 6 at Peconic
Landing, with the Rev. Burns officiating. Rob is survived by his daughter, Alyce Huston Hemstreet, and her husband Edward of East Lyme, CT; two grandchildren; and one great-granddaughter. Rob was predeceased by his
wife of 65 years, Frances Terry Huston, in 2009.
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Quinton Sherwood Ivy
A talented, dramatic preacher and compassionate, “authentic” pastor for more than 50
years, Quinton was born on September 2, 1926 in Hamlin, Texas to William T. and
Mary Hester (Taylor) Ivy. He graduated from Baylor University, Southern Seminary in
Louisville, KY and Boston University School of Theology where he received his
Doctorate of Theology.
Initially credentialed in the American Baptist Church, he served 11 churches in several states. Transferring to the New England Conference, he served College Avenue
UMC, W. Somerville, MA (1968-71) and Community UMC, Wayland (Cochituate)
MA (1972-81) where he also served as President of the Wayland Clergy Association.
His longest pastorate was at Calvary UMC, Middleton, RI (1982-96) from which he retired in 1997. After retirement, he served as co-pastor for several years of St. Paul’s UMC in Newport. Quinton also assisted with district
superintendent duties in the RISEM District during the illness and death of the district superintendent. He was
President of the Rhode Island State Council of Churches, President of Stop-Over Services of Newport Country
(RI), and a member of the National Workshop for Christian Unity, becoming Director when it met in Providence.
With other Rhode Island clergy, he was asked to be a member of a support team for grieving families of the Egypt
Air crash in 1999. He was active with the Aquidnock Island Clergy Association and the Rhode Island
Antigambling Coalition. He was admired for his “moral integrity” and firm, “principled convictions,” his hospitality and his willingness to help those in need.
Quinton had special affection for children, especially his own grandchildren, who called him “Poppop.” His children and grandchildren, with whom he spent many hours in many varied activities, remember him as a good listener and encourager. A colleague called him a “great hugger and friendly talker” with a great sense of humor. He
was a devotee of all things Texan, especially the Dallas Cowboys. He loved spending time with his Vermont family and friends at Spaulding ‘s West Shore, Colchester, VT.
After a 10-year battle with lymphoma and 10 years with Alzheimer’s Disease, Quinton died on June 7, 2010 in
Middleton, RI. His funeral was held at Calvary UMC, Middleton, on June 13, with burial at a later date in
Lakeview Cemetery in Burlington, VT. Quinton is survived by his wife of 40 years, Elizabeth “Libby” N. Ivy; two
daughters: Laryn Gardner and her husband Alan of Weston, MA, and Robyn Ivy of Wakefield, RI; and Mast Wild
of Wickford, RI; five grandchildren; Rook and Cole Ivy-Wild, and Anna, Ben and Cecily Gardner a sister, Frances
Needham of Riesel, Texas; a brother, Gerald of Cerritos, California; three brothers-in-law, two sisters-in-law, and
many nieces and nephews. Quinton was predeceased by his first wife, Joanna; two brothers, William.T. Ivy and
Doyle Ivy; three sisters, Evelyn Jeffcoat, Gladys Burton, and Opal Shirley, and a brother-in-law Fred Nye.
Evan R. Johnson
Well known as a trumpet player and civil rights activist, Evan was born on July 28,
1926 in Portland, ME to Inga (Johnson) and John Johnson, originally from Norway.
After graduating from Portland schools, Evan enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1945.
He then earned a B.A. from the University of Maine in 1949. Following graduation, he
taught instrumental music in the schools in Waterville until his enlistment for four
years in the special army unit that comprised the West Point Army Band. While stationed at West Point, Evan earned an M.A. from Columbia University. Several years
later he graduated from Hartford Seminary in 1960 with a B.D. In 1982 he received a
D.Min. from Andover Newton Theological School.
Evan was ordained in the Southern New England Conference as deacon in 1958 and elder in 1960. Concurrently,
he served Thompsonville UMC (now Enfield, CT) from 1956 to 1967, during which time (1963-64) he led the
congregation in building a new church. From 1967 to 1978 he was pastor of Brockton (MA) UMC, followed by
Auburndale United Parish, 1978-85. After a sabbatical in 1986, Evan was the pastor of the Milford UMC (198691). In retirement he held an interim pastorate at the Westport Point UMC in 2002.
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A gifted musician, Evan played with the Hartford Symphony under the baton of Fritz Mahler. He combined musical and pastoral talents, directing choirs and instrumentalists and playing trumpet in an out of the pulpit, as well
as playing for many years at Annual Conference.
A worker for ecumenical and social justice causes, Evan participated in the 1963 March on Washington and
chaired the Connecticut Race Action Commission in Hartford during the turbulent ‘60’s. He supported peace
efforts as an opponent of the Vietnam War and the Iraq War. He also worked for civil rights for gay and lesbian
persons within both church and society. He served on the Brockton School Committee. In retirement he served
on the Westport Conservation Commission and ran several local political campaigns.
After a long period of declining health, Evan died on January 10, 2011 in Bloomfield, CT. His memorial service
was held on February 5 at the West Hartford Presbyterian Church, with the Rev. Katherine Mitchell officiating.
Interment of his ashes was at Beechgrove Cemetery in Westport, MA. A Memorial Service to celebrate the life of
The Rev. Evan Johnson was held on Thursday, July 28, 2011 at 2:00 PM at the Westport Point United Methodist
Church located at 1912 Main Road in Westport Point MA. Everyone was invited to greet the family at a simple
reception following the service in Howland Hall next door to the church.
Evan is survived by his wife of 62 years, June (Swanton) Johnson; two daughters, Karen J. Sprout, her husband
Howard, and their daughter Joanna; and Kathryn J. Johnson and her daughter Lily, of Washington, DC; a sister,
Virginia Johnson of DeLand, PA; and 3 nephews of Portland, ME.
Franklin Edward Kooker
A pastor for 41 years, counselor, human rights advocate, and avid fisherman, Frank
was born on July 31, 1924 in Wilkes-Barre, PA to Flora (Shafer) and Franklin Howard
Kooker. After graduating from Forty Fort High School in 1942, he earned several
degrees at Drew University: a B.A. at Brothers College in 1945, an M.Div in 1948, and
S.T.M.in 1950. To these he added a D. Ed. at Syracuse University’s School of Education
in 1964.
Called to ministry early in life, Frank first served at Moosic, PA, 1944-51, in the
Wyoming Conference. During that pastorate, he was ordained deacon in 1948 and
elder in 1950 by Bishop Frederick Corson. Frank was also a teaching fellow in the
Bible Department at Drew (1949-51). In 1951 he became pastor at Meshoppen (PA) Parish, followed by a pastorate at Central UMC, Honesdale, PA. Moving to positions at the Conference level, from 1958 to 1964 Frank
became Executive Secretary of the Conference Board of Education, Director of the Sky Lake Conference Center,
and Director of Continuing Education for Pastors at Syracuse University School of Education. In 1964 he was
appointed pastor of Sidney (NY) UMC.
In 1967, Frank transferred to the Southern New England Conference, where he served as Director of Camps and
Conferences, Director of Rolling Ridge Center, consultant in Parish Development and Christian Education, and
staff member of the Bishop’s Leadership Team. He was then appointed pastor at Aldersgate UMC, Chelmsford,
MA (1976-81). During that pastorate he became consultant and resource person in Continuing Education and a
supervising pastor of interns at Boston University School of Theology. In a two-year sabbatical, 1981-83, Frank
earned a certificate in Family Systems Therapy at Boston Family Institute. During that period, he was called to be
pastor of First Community UMC, Medford, MA. He also served as Director of Continuing Education,
Coordinator of the Field Education Program and a supervising pastor at BUSTH, as well as lecturer in several
courses in The Theory and Practice of Ministry. He was president of Veterans in Ministry for two years. Although
he officially retired in 1986, Frank continued ministry as pastor at Arlington Heights UMC.(1986-89) and an individual and family counselor from 1989 to 2005.
In addition to his appointments, Frank taught Bible classes, and preached in numerous churches on Cape Cod.
He volunteered at health clinics, advocated for human, civil and gay rights, and loved fishing. He is remembered
for his sense of humor, his great compassion for people, and his extraordinary memory.
Frank died on March 10, 2011 of congestive heart failure. His memorial service was held on April 30 at Wesley
UMC, Falmouth, MA, with the Rev. Dr. David Calhoun officiating. Frank is survived by his wife of 49 years,
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Demaris A. (Kellerman) Kooker; two daughters, Betsy A. Conlon and her husband Robert, and Naomi R. Kooker;
threegrandsons, David, Michael, and Thomas Conlon; a sister-in-law Lynne (Kellerman) Laraway; a brother-inlaw Bruce S. Laraway; and many nieces nephews, and cousins.
Sang Ho Lee
Remembered as a skilled musician, artist, and pastor, Sang Ho was born in South
Korea on May 4, 1929 to Ae Duck Jee and the Rev. Myung Jei Lee. His father–in-law
was the Rev.Young Kyo Hahn, Presbyterian minister. Sang Ho graduated from Yonhee
University in 1954 with an. M.Th. degree, followed by an M.A.1959 at Drew
University. From 1959 to 1964 he was a member of the Korean Bible Society serving
on the New Testament Translation Committee. This was followed by his earning a
Th.D. at Boston University School of Theology in 1971.
Dividing his years of ministry between New England and Korea, Sang Ho became pastor of First UMC, Williamstown, MA. in 1980. Two years later he was admitted into
full membership in the Southern New England Conference and appointed to Chartley and Rehobeth Parish. In
1985, he returned to Korea to teach at Mok Won University. The following year Sang Ho was recalled to New
England and appointed pastor of the Korean Beacon Church, Cambridge. During this pastorate he served as
chairman of the New England Council of Churches. In 1989 he returned to Mok Won University, serving as Dean
in 1992. There he remained until his retirement in 1994. He also was President of the Korean Society for the New
Testament. He continued to teach part-time after retirement at Hoseo University, Korea.
A pastor with a great sense of humor, Sang Ho was also a fine violinist, whose rendering of the “Meditation” from
the opera Thais was “enough to make you teary.” He was also a member of the Daejeon Drawing Association. His
work was honored at a solo exhibition in Greenwich, CT in 2007. He also enjoyed skating and running.
After a battle with liver cancer, Sang Ho died on August 31, 2010 at Severance Hospital, Yonsei University, Korea.
Services were held in Seoul on September 3 and in New York City on September 18. Burial was at Pinelawn
Cemetery, Farmingdale, NY, with the Rev. Joong Urn Kim officiating. Sang Ho is survived by his wife, Hei-Sun
Hahn, whom he married in 1954, their four children: Kyung-Sup Rah, Kyung-Hee Doelling, Kyung-Won Kim, and
Young Sup Lee; and 11 grandchildren.
James K. Mathews
One of the longest-serving bishops in the United Methodist Church, whose ministry
spanned several continents, Jim was born on Feb. 10, 1913 in Breezewood, PA to Laura
Mae (Wilson) and James Davenport Mathews, an itinerant Methodist preacher. Jim
received his B.A. from Lincoln Memorial University, Harrogate, TN in 1931, working
his way through college as a baker. His intentions of becoming a doctor were dramatically changed by the influence of his brother Joe who, after attending the Los Angeles
Olympiad of Religions in 1932, convinced Jim to enter the ministry. Jim then received
a B. S.T. at Biblical Seminary, New York City, earning his way by teaching newly arrived
immigrants at the Five Points Mission on the lower East Side. This work led to his lifelong interest in missions and evangelism. In 1937 Jim was ordained into the Methodist
ministry and began his studies at Boston University School of Theology.
Inspired by a lecture by Bishop Azarian of Dornakal Diocese, South India, Jim withdrew from BUSTH and sailed
to India in 1938 as a missionary, learning several languages. The following year, he traveled to the Sat Tal Christian
Ashram in northern India where the famous evangelist E. Stanley Jones was lecturing. There he met and in 1940
married Jones’ daughter, Eunice, with whom he shared a 70-year partnership. In 1942 Jim joined the US Army in
New Delhi as a 1st. Lt in the Quartermaster Corps. Returning to the US in 1948, Jim worked for the Methodist
Board of Missions in New York City, and eventually became Associate General Secretary of the DiVision of World
Missions. In this position he traveled frequently to India, Africa, Latin American Japan, and Korea.
After the war, Jim earned a PhD at Columbia University. His dissertation on Mahatma Gandhi, who he had met
in India, was later published as The Matchless Weapon: Satyagraha in 1994. Continuing to write throughout his
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career, Jim wrote 8 additional books: South of the Himalayas (1955), Eternal Values in a World of Change (1957),
The Road to Brotherhood (1958), To the End of the Earth (1959), A Church Truly Catholic(1969), Set Apart to
Serve (1989), A Global Odyssey (2000), Brother Joe: A Twentieth Century Apostle (2006).
First elected bishop in Lucknow, India in 1956, Jim declined, suggesting that Indians should be led by one of their
own people. In 1960 he was again elected and accepted an appointment to the New England Conference. During
the 1960’s, he was a prominent figure in the civil rights movement, meeting with Jackie Robinson and President
John F. Kennedy, and taking part in the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in 1963. He continued his
work in social justice in 1978 by joining other famous activists in “The Longest Walk” in Washington DC on
behalf of Native Americans.
Having served the New England Conference for 12 years, Bishop Mathews was then assigned to the Washington
DC area, during which tenure he helped establish an inter-denominational chapel at Camp David. In 1978 he and
Archbishop (now Cardinal) William Baum created the Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington, a leading model for such organizations. Although Bishop Mathews formally retired in 1980, his ministerial gifts were
again needed in 1986 to replace Bishop Abel Muzorewa of Zimbabwe, who had had to flee the country because
of opposition to President Mugabe. Bishop Mathews served in Harare for a year and helped found Africa
University there. In 1987 he was recalled to help form a new area in the Northeastern Jurisdiction. Then he was
called to serve two years as bishop of the Albany area in upstate New York. Finally he was assigned to the New
York City area, from which he retired in 1996. The previous year, he was honored by being invited to join with
former China-Burma-India personnel in the 50th Anniversary of the end of World War II. That same year, he flew
on Air Force One with President Clinton to Pearl Harbor to lead commemorative ceremonies there.
After a long and fruitful life, Bishop Mathews died on September 8, 2010 in Bethesda, MD. His memorial service
was held in September 25 at Metropolitan Memorial UMC, Washington, DC. He is survived by his wife of 70
years, Eunice Mathews; a son, J. Stanley Mathews; two daughters: Anne Mathews Younes and Janice Stromsem; six
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. Bishop Mathew was predeceased by his sisters Daisy Mathews,
Elizabeth McCreary, Margaret Hotaling, Alene Watson, and Alice Neill, and by his brothers Joseph Wesley
Mathews and Donald Mathews.

Kyle W. McGaw
Whether it be ministering in the faith, social progress, or women in sports, Kyle would
be leading the cheering section. He was born on October 31, 1957 in Grafton, MA. He
went on to earn both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in divinity at Boston
University and was ordained in the Southern New England Conference in 1984.
Kyle shared a passion for the gospel in his pastorates at Agawam UMC (1982-86) and
South UMC, Manchester, CT (1988-89). From 1990 to 1992 he served as Associate
Pastor at South UMC. More recently, he was supply preacher in several area churches
A strong voice for social justice, Kyle served with the Appalachian Service Project, as
well as advocating for people with disabilities. A pioneer of a bone marrow transplant
protocol, he received treatment at Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, beginning
in 1987.
Understanding the power of humor to bridge the gap between communities, Kyle attended clown college for two
summers. His love for his daughters and their sports teams in ice hockey, rugby football and soccer meant that he
was a constant vocal presence on the sidelines of their games.
Kyle died on May 26, 2011 in Manchester, CT. A memorial service was held at North UMC, Manchester, on May
31. Kyle is survived by his wife Corinne Coleman and their daughters Cella and Caitlyn Coleman-McGaw; his
mother Flora, his sister Caryn Dlugy and her husband Gary; his sister Krystl Downey and her husband Jim; his
brother Clay and his wife, Robin Tremblay-McGaw; brother-in-law Kevin Coleman, and several nieces and
nephews.
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Philip Gray Palmer
A leader in ecumenical and social justice issues as “an advocate for many.” Phil was
born in Augusta, ME on September 5 , 1928 to Josie Snow Gray and George Edward
Palmer. After graduating from high school in Stony Brook, Long Island, NY, he earned
B.A. degrees at both Gordon College, Boston and Bowdoin College, Brunswick, ME.
These were followed by an M.Div. at Drew University School of Theology, Madison, NJ.
Phil’s ministry in the former Maine Conference began in Waldoboro (1949-52 and
1956-59). During these years, he went to seminary and was ordained deacon in 1954
and elder in 1957. Thereafter, he served Randolph (1960-62) where he led the designing and building of a new church. Phil then was pastor of First UMC, Bangor (196366). In 1967 he became Executive Secretary of the Maine Council of Churches, serving until 1969. He then
became pastor at Houlton (1970-73) and Brunswick (1974-80). In 1981 he became Conference Council Director,
a post he felt honored to fill. In 1984 Phil returned to parish ministry at Fairfield/Fairfield Center (1985-86). He
continued at Fairfield for 2 more years (1987-88) followed by Monmouth (1989-93), from which he retired in
1994. In retirement he was active in the life of Cox Memorial UMC, Hallowell.
Phil was a strong advocate for the rights of women ministers, blacks, and gays, at a time when speaking up on
such justice issues was unpopular. His work on behalf of AA earned him their “Workhorse” Award. Community
activities included a suicide prevention hotline and a divorced persons support group. He especially enjoyed serving on the Board of the Bible Society of Maine, and was President of the Christian Civic League of Maine in the
early 60’s. He served on the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns from 1980 to
1983. In May 1990 the Maine Council of Churches gave him its Ecumenical Achievement Award.
Phil is remembered by his children as a traveler, including walking, hiking and camping with his family. He was
also an avid reader and skillful communicator, making numerous TV and radio appearances, as well as listening
to shortwave broadcasts. He especially loved keeping in touch with family and friends and enjoying lunches out.
After a long battle with Parkinson’s Disease, Phil died on February 5, 2011 in Augusta. His funeral was held at Cox
Memorial UMC, Hallowell on February 9. Phil is survived by his wife of 60 years, Sylvia Palmer; a daughter Karen
and her husband Phil Twomey of Arlington, VA; two sons, the Rev. Wesley Palmer and his wife Lucy of
Londonderry, NH, and John Palmer of Standish; a sister, Shirley Petherbridge and her husband David of Webster,
NY; four grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.
M. Francis Reeves
Professor of Philosophy at Bentley University for 41 years, Frank was born on October
15, 1927 in Columbus, Ohio to Jennie (Jones) and Marion Washington Reeves. After
graduation from Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, IL, he earned a master’s
degree from Ohio State University and a doctorate in Philosophy from Boston
University.
Frank began his ministry as pastor in Marlboro from 1961 to 1963. That year he began
his long teaching career at Bentley College, where in 1969 he became its first philosophy professor. Frank later wrote two books on Plato in 1988 and 2004. He served as
Chair of the Philosophy Department for many years and was a revered member of the
faculty. He helped in the founding of the Center for Business Ethics and the Alliance for Ethics and Social
Responsibility. He once described his work in ethics as “a gadfly role.” At his retirement in 2004 he was elected
Professor Emeritus. In addition to his teaching career, Frank was pastor at First UMC, Newton, for 20 years (197999). He belonged to the United Brethren Lodge A.F. and A.M. in Marlboro, MA.
Fondly remembered by his colleagues, Frank was described as “a man who was guided by a wisdom informed by
the intelligence of both head and heart.” He was called a “wonderful and supportive colleague, a good friend, and
someone who cared deeply for his students.” He also had a great sense of humor, often rode a motorcycle to classes, and wore green shoes to Boston Celtics games.
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Frank died on May 23, 2011 in Waltham. A graveside service was held in Low Country Memorial Gardens. A
memorial service was planned at Bentley University in late 2011. Frank is survived by his wife Ann E. (Lange)
Reeves; two daughters: Debbie Taft and her husband John, and Francine Reeves, all of Bluffton, SC; and two
grandchildren. Frank was predeceased by his first wife, Gloria M. (Holstein) Reeves, and daughter Kyra.
David Arthur Ripley
An active pastor in both the Philadelphia and Southern New England Conferences,
David was born on January 9, 1930 in Abington, MA to Annie May Blanchard and
Arthur Lincoln Ripley. He graduated in 1947 from Putnam (CT) High School, and
earned a BA at Dickinson College, Carlisle, PA, in 1952. The following year, l953, he
was ordained deacon and appointed to the Kedron M.E.Church in Morton, PA. From
1953 to 1956 he was pastor in Morton and completed his S.T.B.degree at Temple
University. That year he was appointed to Uncasville (CT) UMC and was ordained
elder in 1957. His next pastorate was at Hockanum UMC, East Hartford, CT from
1958 to 1965. This was followed by his longest pastorate in Wesley UMC, Lincoln, RI
(1965-83). During those years David earned an M.Div. at Temple in 1973. His last pastorate was at St. Paul’s UMC, Newport, RI, from which he retired in 1993. After retirement, David preached at
North Vienna UMC during the summer. He was Honored as Pastor Emeritus of Wesley UMC, Lincoln, RI.
In addition to his parish ministry, David was a member of the District Committee on Ministry. He was an active
Mason, a member of Columbia Lodge 25 A.E.& A.M. at Glastonbury, CT. David was conferred a member of
theMorrill Martin Society in 1992 and active in the life of the United Methodist Retirement Center in Rhode
Island. He was also active with Mill Stream Grange in Vienna, ME. and was a member of the Caring Clowns
Ministry the United Methodist Eldercare of East Providence RI. He performed skits for churches and grange
groups, and enjoyed writing church newsletters. He particularly enjoyed working with the youth in his ministry.
David died of congestive heart failure on July 14, 2010. Two services were held: the First on July 18 at North
Vienna UMC, Vienna, ME,with Pastor Laura Church presiding; the second on October 2 at Wesley UMC, Lincoln,
RI with the Revs. E. Holt Hughes IV and Jean Russo Parks presiding. Burial was at North Vienna Cemetery. David
is survived by his wife of 61 years, Edna Mae (Ferguson) Ripley; their five children: David Arthur Ripley Jr., Doris
Ann Ripley Anderson, Denise Amy Ripley Gober, Don Alan Ripley, and Dawn Arlene Ripley Wiley; grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
Frances Parker Swartz
Fran is fondly remembered as an advocate for children, women ministers, and those
living with disabilities. She excelled as a teacher, as one who held “the nurture and education of children uppermost in her agenda throughout her life.” She was born on
March 13, 1939 in Danville, PA to Frances (Long) and T. Gregory Parker. After graduating from Lewisberg (PA) High School in 1957, she earned a B.A. at Ohio Wesleyan
University in 1961 and a B.Div. at Drew University School of Theology in 1965. The
following year she married the Rev. James Swartz, with whom she raised two daughters, Frances and Heather.
Fran began her 27-year ministry in the Southern New England Conference as a member of a clergy couple team at Community UMC, Ellington, CT, and Crystal Lake UMC, Vernon, CT (197476).During these years she was ordained deacon in 1975 and elder in 1977. That year, Stafford Springs was added,
and the Swartzes served the three churches until 1982. In April 1982, Fran alone was appointed to Orleans, MA
where she served until 1990. During that pastorate, Fran was honored by receiving the Denman Evangelism
Award at the New England Annual Conference in 1989. The following year, she became RISEM District
Superintendent, serving until 1994. She then returned to parish ministry at Central UMC, Brockton in 1995,
where she remained until retirement in 2002.
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In addition to parish and district ministry, Fran also served on the Nicaragua Planning Committee of the SNE
Conference, the Brockton Interfaith Council, the Church and Community After School Program, Brockton, and
the Rhode Island United Methodist Association. Dealing creatively with a life-long stutter, Fran was a member of
the National Stutters Association, and a strong advocate for persons with disabilities of all kinds. She was honored
by winning the Ziegler Preaching award in 1987. “God loves the broken!” she declared in her winning sermon,
whereupon she danced the story of the bent-over woman in Luke 13. Fran also enjoyed music: singing, listening,
and attending concerts. She was fond of American history, hand-written letters, collecting angels, and walking
outdoors.
Fran died on September 27, 2010 from a rare and fast moving form of Parkinson’s disease called Multiple System
Atrophy, which she faced with courage and faith. Her memorial service was held on October 7 at Christ UMC. St.
Petersburg, FL, with the Rev. Robin Hager officiating. Fran is survived by her husband of 44 years, the Rev. James
H. Swartz of St. Petersburg; two daughters, Frances S. Reynolds of Cape Coral, FL and Heather S. Boggini of St.
Petersburg; her brother, Robert T. Parker of Orinda, CA; and 6 grandchildren.

Sherwood Alan Treadwell
Sherwood is remembered as one who “combined deep compassion with a challenge
and encouragement for each individual to grow in their faith in themselves and in
God.” He was born on May 19, 1932 in Manchester, CT to Florence (Behrend) and
Cecil Harold Treadwell. After graduating from Manchester High School in 1950,
Sherwood earned a B.A. at American International College in 1954, followed by an
S.T.B. degree at Boston University School of Theology in 1957. That same year he married Nancy Macauley and together they raised five children.
Entering parish ministry while still at BUSTh, Sherwood served Vernon, CT UMC (1954-55), during which pastorate he was ordained deacon in the Southern New England Conference in 1955. He was then appointed to Park
Union UMC in Fall River, MA (1956-57) and ordained elder in 1958. His next pastorate was in Bourne and
Cataumet, MA (1958-62), followed by Osterville (1963-68). During the next five years (1968-72) he relocated to
the Southern Indiana Conference, serving Epworth UMC, Indianapolis, IN. In 1972 he returned to New England
as pastor of Wesley UMC, Concord, NH. He then became Northern New Hampshire District Superintendent
from 1979 to 1984. His last pastorate was at First UMC, Rochester, NH (1985-92). He remained active after retirement in 1993 as pastor of the Church on the Cape, Cape Porpoise, ME (1993-99) and briefly as Interim Pastor of
Peoples UMC, So. Portland, ME in 1999.
Sherwood was also very active at both the community and the Conference levels. He was a member at various
times of the Boards of Evangelism, Ordained Ministry, Church & Society, and Missions. He was always involved
with community activities in the various communities where he served. He also served as a member of the NH
State Parole Board. Later, when his health began to fail, he was facilitator of the Southern Maine Parkinson’s
Disease Support Group. In addition to all these activities, Sherwood loved music, literature, and travel, especially
guiding tours to Greece, England, Ireland, and the Holy Land. He was an avid reader and writer of poetry and gardener. He became a skillful wood carver, creating several Nativity sets.
After a valiant struggle with Parkinson’s Disease, Sherwood died at home on October 12, 2010. His memorial
service took place on October 17 at the Church on the Cape, Cape Porpoise, ME with the Revs. Ruth Merriam,
David Kerr, and William Gardei officiating. Burial was at Hope Cemetery, Kennebunk, ME. Sherwood is survived
by his wife of 53 years, Nancy (Macauley) Treadwell; their five children: Stephen Andrew, Judith Ellen (Treadwell)
Attorri, Timothy Alan, James Edward, and Matthew Macauley Treadwell; fifteen grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.
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Ann G. Whiting
Well-known editor and deacon, Ann was born on July 21, 1947 in Providence, RI to
Eunice and William Greene. Active for many years in writing and publishing, Ann was
editor of Zion’s Herald and The New England United Methodist Review from 1989 to
1996. The following year she also became editor of Crosscurrents, the New England
Conference periodic newsletter. In 1998, she assumed the duties of editor of the
Michigan Christian Advocate, a position she held until 2009. Ann was an avid quilter,
reader, and loved spending time with her grandchildren.
Ann died on March 28, 2011. Her funeral was held on April 1 at Wesley UMC, Lincoln,
RI, with burial at North Cemetery, Bristol. Ann is survived by a son, William Whiting
IV and his wife Becca of Windham, CT; a brother, William Greene, of Randolph; and two grandchildren. Ann was
predeceased by her husband, William Whiting III.
SPOUSES
Jean M. (Learned) Benedict
“Jean was a true lady.” These words were heard over and over again as hundreds of
people filed past to pay their respects to Jean. Born June 15, 1937, the daughter of C.
Winthrop and Mildred (Ricker) Learned in Marlboro, MA. Jean grew up in Hudson,
MA where she attended the Hudson public schools, graduating from Hudson High
School in 1954. She then attended Boston University, first at the School of Nursing and
then at the College of Business Administration, where she received an Associates
Degree in 1957.
While attending Boston University she met Dean Benedict at the Student Christian
Association. They were married on June 21, 1958 and began a life-long love affair in
ministry throughout the New England Conference. Together they had two children, Rebecca Lynn and David
Charles. As a family they spent time serving churches in Lynn, Malden, Quincy, Winchester, Hudson, Brockton,
Worcester, and Woburn, all in Massachusetts. Jean was a proud and elegant servant and help-mate in each of the
churches they served.
In each church Jean sang in the choir and was active in the United Methodist Women. She was also very active
in the former Ministers’ Wives Association and chaired their retreat on more than one occasion. She also served
for a time as Assistant Secretary in the Annual Conference sessions.
A strong supporter of the children, she served as Mother Advisor to the Rainbow for Girls for a number of years,
including the time during which her daughter rose to be Worthy Advisor. She spent hours coaching her son as he
rose to the rank of Eagle Scout and Master Counselors of DeMolay. This love and support carried over to her four
granddaughters who looked forward to her hugs.
Jean spent many years supervising the Kindergarten Center in Hudson, MA. She loved every one of the children
who came through the center in the many years she spent there. She was also proud of her service as a special
Police Officer in the town of Hudson. She found great satisfaction in supporting the endeavors of her husband,
Dean. When he became the Potentate of Aleppo Shriners, she was called an elegant “first lady” by many of her
friends and associates. In this role she traveled to numerous nations supporting the work of Shrine Hospitals. She
was equally comfortable with the burned and physically challenged, as well as government officials and
Secretaries of State.
Jean was called to her heavenly home on February 26, 2011. A memorial service was held on March 2, 2011 at the
Hudson UMC, Hudson, MA. This service was conducted By Rev. Lillian Warner and Rev. Carlton W. Talbot. Over
and over during the service and afterwards people were heard to say, “she was a true lady.” Jean is survived by her
husband, Dr. Dean E. Benedict; their daughter, Rebecca Lynn; their son David; her brother Charles; four granddaughters; and many cousins, nieces and nephews. Author: Dean Benedict.
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Grace Gilbert
A sports enthusiast and pastor’s wife, Grace was born on May 1, 1930 in New York City
to Roynon and Grace (Coffin) Chomeley-Jones. She graduated from Chapin School,
New York, and Tufts University, Medford, MA with a degree in physical education. She
married Cass Gilbert in 1952. When Cass entered the ministry in 1969, they left
Wilton, CT to serve churches in Salem, Ticonderoga, Greenwich, and Bennington, NY.
Following semi-retirement they moved to Dorset and later returned to Bennington in
2001.
While her husband was pastor in Salem, Grace taught physical education, coached
girls’ sports, and started a Girl Scout troop there. Later, in Greenwich and Bennington,
she founded preschools as well as coaching girls in Ticonderoga and Bennington. After retirement in 2004, she
volunteered in the Bennington schools and served on the board of Rise and Shine, a therapeutic riding program.
She was a member of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Grace enjoyed biking, cross-country skiing, gardening, spinning and knitting, her many animals, especially her dogs, and time spent with her family. She is remembered for
her dignity, courage, and sense of fair play.
Grace died on November 13, 2010 at Pippin Knoll, Bennington, VT. Her funeral was held on November 17 at St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church, Bennington. Burial was at the family plot at Park Lawn Cemetery. Grace is survived by
five children: Cass A, Gilbert and his wife Beatrice of North Yarmouth, ME, Elizabeth (Betsy) Pryor and her husband Douglas of Winston-Salem, ND, Sarah (Sally) Bisaccio and her husband Kevin of Bennington, Jeanette
(Jeannie) Allyson and her husband Russ of Durham, NH, and Julia Gilbert and her husband Nathan Cleveland of
Charlotte, VT; and 12 grandchildren. Grace was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Cass Gilbert III in 2009.

David Ward Havens
Well known as a psychiatrist whose practice integrated Christian faith with treatment,
David was born on January 21, 1939 in Westhampton, NY to Anna Roth and Philip
Ward Havens. He earned a B.A. in 1960 at the University of Rochester, and became an
M.D. at Harvard Medical School in 1964. David served as a Captain in the US Air
Force at March Air Force Base from 1968 to 1970.
In 1970 Dr. Havens opened a private practice in psychiatry in Boston , MA. He was
particularly effective in dealing with the issues of marginalized persons. During those
years, he was active at Carter Memorial UMC, Needham, MA. In 1992 he relocated to
Hendersonville, TN, where he practiced for 16 years, followed by 2 years’ part-time
practice in Springfield, TN. David was also the author of “A Heart Is Healed,” a book of spiritual reflections on the
nature of loss, grief, and healing.
During his years in Tennessee, David remained active in the United Methodist Church in the Nashville area in
Bible Study, prayer, and Christian fellowship. He was always very supportive of his wife’s ministry as a secondcareer pastor. He had a trained tenor voice, which he used as a member of the close-harmony group, “The Yellow
Jackets,” at the University of Rochester in his undergraduate days. David was also an amateur organist and computer buff. Outdoors, he enjoyed camping, canoeing, and kites, both building and flying them. He also enjoyed
vintage radio shows as well as home improvement and small carpentry projects.
David died on February 28, 2011 at Northcrest Medical Center. His memorial service was held on March 9 at First
UMC, Springfield, with the Rev. Dr. Frank Billman and Rev. Dr. Fred Hembree officiating. David is survived by
his wife of 48 years, Sally Dayton Havens of Springfield; two sons: Andrew Ward Havens and his wife Christina
of Columbus, Ohio, and John Charles Havens and his wife Stacy of Maplewood, NJ; two grandsons, and one
granddaughter.
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Marguerite Hudson
Fondly remembered as “a courageous wartime employee of the American Red Cross”
and a loyal pastor’s wife, “Mardi” was born on August 29, 1918 in Delaware, Ohio to
Grace Dimmick and Charles Melvin “Pat” McConnell. Their family came from a long
line of Episcopal clerics. Mardi and her sisters were carefully brought up in the social
graces and the use of proper English. They were also schooled in the finer points of
baseball by their father. He was a life-long fan, proud of having known Branch Rickey
(who in the 1940’s became General Manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers and signed
Jackie Robinson on as the first black major league player.)
After high school, Mardi entered Ohio Wesleyan University in1937 and then transferred to Katherine Gibbs Secretarial School in 1937, from where she graduated in 1939. In 1944 she joined the
Red Cross Auxiliary Corps and was stationed in England. In 1946 she met Bill Hudson, a student of her father’s
at Boston University School of Theology, and they were married on Dec. 28 of that year.
Bill’s and Mardi’s ministerial partnership began in early 1947 in Monroe, NH. From there they went to
Peterborough, NH, and then out to Keosoqua, Iowa. In 1955 they returned to Boston University for Bill to work on
his PhD. During the next 16 years, the Hudsons served churches in Lunenberg, Brookline, and Boston, MA, and
finally In Denver, CO. For several summers in the 1960’s they worked at Camp Chewonki In Wiscasset, Maine.
When Bill died suddenly in July 1971, Mardi took a job in the Alumni Office of Groton School (CT) where she
worked faithfully until her retirement in 1988. She then moved to Easthampton in 1999 to be near her daughter,
Mardi Jane. Mardi’s family, her four children and eight grandchildren, were her pride and joy.
Mardi died in her sleep on August 4, 2010 in Northampton, MA. A memorial service was held on August 28 at
the Unitarian Society of Northampton. She is survived by a sister, Louise Vastine, of Decatur, GA; three sons:
David of Marietta, GA, Don of Arrowsic, ME, and Ben of Lyme, NH; her daughter, Mardi Jane Abuza, of Florence;
and eightgrandchildren. Mardi was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. William D. Hudson in 1971.
Fay Monica Bailey John
Botanist, researcher and science teacher, as well as a pastor’s wife, Fay was born on
September 26, 1938 in Four Paths, Clarendon, Jamaica to Julia McLeod and Cyril
George Bailey. She was the sister of C. Evans Bailey. Fay graduated from St. Jago
(Cathedral) High School. Among her “first’s” and “only’s” was her being the only girl in
the Advanced Level or “Higher Schools Exam” class, and the first female meteorologist
in Jamaica. She then traveled to earn both a B.S. and an M.S. in botany at McGill
University, Montreal. In 1965, she met and married the Rev. Fitz Allen John, becoming
his partner in ministry as well as in parenting their two daughters.
Fay’s scientific career began as a science teacher at a local teacher’s college in Black
River, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica. In 1969 she worked in genetic research as a lab technician in Birmingham, England,
while her husband earned his Master’s degree in theology. Three years later, she returned to Jamaica to become a
science teacher at the Jamaica School of Agriculture (1972-75). She became a founding member and teacher at
Sam Sharpe Teachers College (1975-80). As a girl, Fay had been introduced to gardening by a former neighbor
whose garden she greatly admired. In later years, Fay would develop a beautiful garden greatly admired by all. Her
last professional position was as a supervisor at Boston Gas Company from 1984 to 1998.
Fay remained an active member of the United Methodist Church throughout her life. She was a member of
BCASCA (Brevard Caribbean American Sports and Cultural Association). She was the founder of the Fitz & Fay
John Family Foundation, dedicated to the education of local preachers in the Caribbean and community service
in that area. She was active in community service organizations in Florida until 2006.
After a long battle with colon cancer, Fay died peacefully at home on October 26, 2010. Two services were held in
her honor on November 6 in Palm Bay, FL, and November 24 in Kingston, Jamaica. . Her remains were interred
at the columbarium at Providence Methodist Church, Kingston, Jamaica. Fay is survived by her daughters, Julia
John Lumumba and Catherine Amelia John, her grandson, Sokoro Lumumba, five brothers, and two sisters. Fay
was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Fitz Allen John, in 2005.
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James Chandler Newton
A man of many talents, ordained in the Unitarian-Universalist Church, and honored
for heroism and pastoral counseling skill, “Chan” was born on January 26, 1945 in
Salem, MA. to Ruth (Marden) and James F. Newton. After graduating from the Salem
schools, he attended Dartmouth College and was a member of Kappa Kappa Kappa
fraternity. He spent a semester of his junior year studying in Germany. After graduating from Dartmouth in 1966, Chan attended Crane Theological Seminary at Tufts
University. He earned an M.Div. both from both Crane and Boston University School
of Theology in 1969. That same year he was ordained in the Unitarian-Universalist
Church of the Larger Fellowship at Arlington Street Church, Boston.
His first ministry was raising 16 foster children at his farm in Raymond, NH. During these years he was
Moderator of the Raymond School District and an EMT for the Raymond Ambulance Service. He also raised
award-winning goats, many for Heifer Project. He had a small lumber business with his son Dewitt. In 1992 he
was awarded the “Medal of Honor” by the Manchester Union-Leader and the New Hampshire Sunday News For
“an outstanding act of heroism.”
Outstanding in his service to people in difficult situations, Chan became a Mental Health Worker at Hampstead
State Hospital, Hampstead, NH. For the wider community he did Pastoral counseling, weddings, funerals, and
baptisms. He became a Hospice Chaplain At Seacoast Hospice, Exeter, NH. He also worked with children and
teens in the “Stepping Stones” and “Bridges” programs there. In 1995 he became the Spiritual Care Coordinator
for Manchester VNA Home Health and Hospice, founding “Camp Phoenix” Summer camp for grieving children
and their families. In 2000 the Manchester Pastoral Counseling Center gave him the “Good Samaritan” award.
Chan served as a hospital Chaplain at the Elliot Hospital, Manchester. In 2006 he became Spiritual Care Director
at Mary Immaculate Nursing Home in Lawrence, MA.
Clever with words, Chan wrote many creative poems and stories. He had a passion for the environment and loved
working in the woods. As a woodworker, he created many unique items for family and friends. He also collected
humorous and inspiring life stories.
After a long battle with heart disease, Chan died on May 11, 2011 at Tufts Medical Center, Boston. His memorial
service was held on May 29 at the Unitarian-Universalist Church in Manchester, NH, with the Revs. Mary Edes
and Mary Wellemeyer presiding. Chan is survived by his wife, the Rev. Dr. Virginia (Trask) Jones-Newton, of
Center Sandwich, NH; a daughter, Heather and son-in-law, Henry Kyemba, of Huntsville, AL; a step-son, Troy
Miller and daughter-in-law, Julie of Harper’s Ferry, WV; a sister, Roberta Newton Brown of Watertown, MA; five
foster children: Janice Manley of Scarborough, ME, Lisa Cheney of Dover, David McMillan of Franklin, David
Baldasaro of Plainville, MA, and Michael Twomey of Phoenix, AZ; five grandchildren; and many nieces, nephews
and long-time friends. Chan was predeceased by his children, Benjamin and DeWitt Newton, and his parents, Jim
and Ruth Newton.

Doris (Debbie) Painter
A public school teacher and pastor’s wife, Debbie was born on December 15, 1940 in
Bronx, NY to Elizabeth (Tarby) and William Benner. She moved to Niantic, CT in 1965
and to her favorite riverside home two years later. Her professional career was spent in
public education, teaching in East Lyme and New London. She was also a school
psychologist for the Montville, Norwich, and Vernon public schools.
Debbie married the Rev. Edward Painter and served with him in the Southern New
England Conference in Bolton, CT between 1989 and 1997. They then served in the
New England Conference at Gales Ferry and New London (1997-2003) and Dalton
(2004-2006), Debbie went on several mission trips with members of these churches.
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She and her husband enjoyed traveling to different parts of the world, most recently, Italy. In addition to church
and mission work, Debbie was active in Care & Share of Niantic, the Terry Brodeur Breast Cancer Foundation,
the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, and P.E.O. which promoted educational opportunities for women through
Cottey College.
Debbie died unexpectedly on June 29, 2010. Her memorial service was held in July at Niantic Community
Church. Debbie is survived by her husband, the Rev. Edward Painter of Niantic; her mother, Elizabeth Brunner,
of Woodbridge, CT her brother, Ron Benner, of Seymour, CT; three children: Barbara Buzzelli and her husband
Randy of Niantic, Carlton Seybolt of New Britain, PA, and David Painter and his wife Alice DeRoche Painter of
Northborough, MA; nine grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.
Gloria Mae Holstein Reeves
A pastor’s wife and homemaker, Gloria was born on September 16, 1925 in Logan,
W.Va. to Ruby Mangus and Carter Holstein. She became partner in ministry with her
husband, the Rev. Dr. M. Francis “Frank” Reeves, and together they served churches in
Marlboro (1961-3), Natick, and 20 years at First UMC, Newton, MA. Frank’s pastorates
were held during his 41 years of teaching at Bentley College. In all these churches,
Gloria was very active and supportive, and was frequently acknowledged and praised
for all she did. She was a member of the Bluffton (SC) UMC and sang in the choir for
many years.
Gloria died on June 11, 2006 at the Life Care Center at Hilton Head Island, SC. Her
funeral was held on June 15 at Bluffton UMC, followed by burial at Low Country Memorial Gardens, Bluffton.
She is survived by her husband, the Rev. Dr. M. Francis Reeves of Bluffton; two daughters, Debbie Taft of Bluffton
and Francine Reeves of Hilton Head Island; two brothers, David Holstein of Charlotte, NC and Ted Holstein of
Cincinnati, OH; a sister, Emmor Barnell of Illinois; and two grandchildren.
Edith Graham Richardson
A partner in ministry and music with her husband, and devoted to family and church,
Edith Maude Helen Graham was born on June 6, 1920 in Malden, MA to Catherine
(Corscadden) and Norman Graham. Recently arrived from Ireland, Edith’s parents
were staunch Protestants, faithful in Bible study and church attendance. The Grahams
welcomed many other recent Irish immigrants into their home where they held many
Sunday night get-togethers, accompanied by Edith playing the piano. She graduated
from Malden High School in 1938, where, according to her yearbook, she “learned
how to study and still have a good time.”
Denied entrance into nursing school because of her short stature, Edith persisted and
became a Red Cross Nurse’s Aide at Malden Hospital. After several years of nursing, she accepted an administrative position with Kyanize Paints, Malden, to help support her family. She remained there for over 20 years, where
she met many life-long friends.
Edith’s family was already active at Robinson Methodist Church when their new minister, the Rev. Leighton
Richardson, arrived. After their marriage in August 1962, the Richardsons served in the Southern New England
Conference at Saugus, Athol, West Boylston, Hudson, and Maynard. Edith was a member of the United Methodist
Women, a member of the church choir, and an organist, but most importantly she supported her husband’s ministry in many ways. Her compassionate nature served her well, whether she was visiting the sick of the congregation with Leighton or teaching Sunday School and Vacation Bible School.
Having no children of their own, they became foster parents, enjoying raising and guiding those young people in
realizing fulfilled lives. After their retirement, the Richardsons enjoyed meeting new friends through ham radio
contacts, and ministered at nursing homes where Edith would play the organ and sing, and Leighton would
preach and counsel.
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After Leighton’s illness and death, Edith remained at the home they shared in Berlin, MA. where she remained a
member of the Maynard UMC. After a catastrophic fall, she relocated to the New England Deaconess Community
in Concord, MA, where she died on March 10, 2011. Her memorial service was held there in the Chapel on May
15, with Rev. Lilian Warner presiding. Edith was buried with her family at Forestdale Cemetery, Malden, MA.
Edith is survived by her sister-in-law, Alice Graham of Danvers, MA and many nieces and nephews: Nancy, Glenn
and Katherine Graham of Melrose, Marleen Lee and Kenneth Graham of Stoneham, Roland Graham and
Heather Wiley of Danvers, Warren Graham of Amherst, Wayne Graham of Topsfield, Scott Graham of Los Gatos,
CA, Claudia Rosetti of Richmond, VA, and Norma Dyer of Smithfield, NC. Edith was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Leighton R. Richardson, in 2003.
Landon Tracy Archer Summers
Archer’s 51 years were full of notable accomplishments as a respected lawyer, preacher, linguist, world traveler, and peace advocate. He was born on December 31, 1959 in
Parkersburg, WV to M. Elaine Archer and K. B. Summers. He graduated from
Georgetown University with a B.A. in Classics, and later returned to earn a law degree.
He also earned two masters degrees and a doctorate in divinity and education at
Harvard University. .
Archer was a member of the Washington State Bar Association and served on the
Washington State Board of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education. He was also a
member of the District of Columbia Bar Association and was admitted to practice
before the United States Supreme Court.
Eventually choosing ministry over law, Archer became pastor of churches in Maine, Connecticut, and California.
In New England his first parish was in Hampden, ME (1985-92), followed later by North UMC, Manchester, CT
(2000-01). He then moved to California to serve First UCC, Alameda, CA in 2002. In the California-Nevada
Conference, he served St. Mark’s UMC in Orinda, CA (2003-05), First UMC, Palo Alto, CA (2005-09), and finally Burlingame (CA) UMC. He became a member of the Conference Committee on Christian Unity and
Interreligious Concerns in July 2008.
Archer was a skilled linguist, speaking and reading Hebrew, Russian, Greek, Latin, and some Korean. He traveled
extensively visiting all seven continents by age 24. He became a program director for the USDA Graduate School,
America’s largest continuing education program. He received a Congressional Award for his work to promote
peace in the Middle East, and in 2008 was given the “Unsung Hero Award” by the San Francisco Jewish
Community Relations Council. A tribute in his church newsletter read: “Archer will forever be remembered as a
loving father and husband (and) for his positive spirit, gentle manner, undying faith in God, and overall love of
life. He was an inspiration to everyone he met.”
Archer died on May 15, 2011 after a sudden illness. A Celebration of Life service was held on June 25 at
Burlingame UMC. He is survived by his wife, the Rev. Dr. Boyung Lee, Associate Professor at Pacific School of
Religion, Berkeley, CA; and two children: Clara Elaine Summers and Landon Jack Summers.
Norma Louise Drew Tripp
A registered nurse and partner in ministry with her husband George, Norma was born
on November 25, 1933 in her grandfather Hopkins’ home on Church Street,
Winterport, ME, the daughter of Abbie Maria (Hopkins) and Oscar F. Drew. Norma
grew up on her family farm on Happy Corner Road in Patten, ME. She graduated from
Patten Academy in 1951 as valedictorian of her class. She became a member of the
first class at the Maine Medical Center of Nursing, graduating in 1954. Later that same
year, she married George W. Tripp, and accompanied him all over the world during his
28-year career in the Air Force. For 40 years Norma worked in nursing in a variety of
health care settings.
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When George became a United Methodist pastor, Norma was an active church member at all his churches, playing the piano and the organ and teaching Sunday School. Together they served Maine churches in North Pownal,
Chebeague Island, Newport, and Detroit, as well as in Goodwater, Alabama, until their retirement in 1999. Norma
is remembered as a loving mother, great Christian, and faithful church member, with culinary skill and great concern for the needs of others.
Norma died on February 25, 2011 after a long illness with cancer. Her memorial service was held on March 6 at
Toney (AL) UMC with the Rev. Jeff Armbrester officiating. An additional memorial service was held at Hobbs
Funeral Home, South Portland, attended by over 250 persons and presided over by Bishop Clifton Ives and 14
other clergy.
Norma is survived by her husband of 56 years, the Rev. George W. Tripp, of Meridianville, AL; three daughters:
Katherine Bonney and her husband Peter, Patricia Jackson and her husband Wayne, and Barbara Austin and her
husband Jeffrey; six grandchildren, one great-grandchild; cousins, and special friends . Norma was predeceased
by her parents, Oscar and Abbie Drew; her sister, Mary Falls; and her favorite cousin, Charlotte Dunn.

Vera Christina Woodley
Vera’s long life as a US Navy WAVE, pastor’s wife, show dog trainer, and world traveler began on September 12, 1923 in Lynn, MA, the daughter of Concettina and Luigi
D’Ovidio. After graduating from Lynn Classical High School, she attended Burdett
Secretarial School, Boston. During WWII she joined the U.S. Navy WAVES as a
Seaman First Class, serving in Admiral Nimitz’s office in Washington D.C. As a member of the Military Chorus, Vera sang “live” on the Kate Smith Radio Show, helping to
recruit young women across America. While stationed in Washington, she also volunteered as a Red Cross volunteer “Grey Lady”, visiting wounded troops at Walter Reed
Army Hospital , where she met her husband Seaton. They were married in 1945 during his recovery from extensive leg injuries.
After the war, the Woodleys moved to Lynn where Seaton pursued his theological education and was eventually
ordained in the Southern New England Conference. Together they served six churches: Hancock Church of
Christ in Everett, MA, Linden UMC in Malden, Trinity UMC in Lynn, Newton Centre UMC, College Avenue
UMC in Somerville, and Peoples UMC in Newburyport. As a pastor’s wife, Vera organized and led women’s
groups for worship, education, missions, and community service. She was also skilled in sewing, painting, and
enjoyed both the decorative and the performing arts.
The Woodleys enjoyed training and showing German Shepherds in obedience trials under the auspices of the
American Kennel Club. They traveled all over the northeast US and won many trophies for high scores in canine
obedience. They were extensive travelers all across the US and to Europe, the Near East and the Far East. Vera
loved to entertain, especially at holiday times, and loved to play board and card games with family and friends.
At age 87, Vera died peacefully on December 12, 2010. Her memorial service was held on January 15, 2011 at
Peoples UMC, Newburyport, with the Rev. Pamela Maden officiating. Burial was at Harmony Cemetery,
Georgetown, MA. Vera is survived by a son, Seaton M. Woodley III and his wife, Setsuko of Agana, Guam; a
daughter,Jane E. Martin and her husband Charles of Harwich, MA; a sister-in-law, Wilchester Hershberger of
Virginia Beach, VA; a granddaughter, a step-granddaughter, two grandsons; and many nieces and nephews. Vera
was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Seaton M. Woodley, Jr. in 2005.
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