News from Camping and Retreat Ministries

Winter at Wanakee
Merry Christmas from Wanakee in
Meredith, NH! Our winter season is
busy with preparations for another
memorable summer and with retreats
at our modern Log Cabin. We are proud
that 10 percent more campers grew
personally, socially, and spiritually in
2017 through summer camp programming than the year before, and excited
to continue growing and changing lives.
Our Log Cabin has limited availability

for winter and spring retreats. Join us
for a ski weekend, women's retreat, or
confirmation weekend; contact
mail@wanakee.org or (603) 279-7950
for competitive pricing.
Wanakee’s Annual Winter Senior High
Retreat is scheduled for Feb. 2-4, 2018
$95/person, financial aid available.
Details at www.wanakee.org.
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This publication of the New England Conference of The United Methodist Church is designed to bring you news about our Camping
and Retreat Ministries, one of the vital ministries supported by connectional giving through
Mission Shares. For more, visit:
www.neumc.org/campsandretreatcenters

December Rally models generosity

Making Christmas cards, 2016
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Located on 230 acres
in Winthrop, ME, Mechuwana is surrounded by
two large lakes amid
hardwood and evergreen
forests. In summer we
offer camp programs for
all ages, but winter is an
active time too. The December (or Christmas
Rally) is a wonderful tradition at Mechuwana, a
true celebration of
friendship, love and
reaching out beyond our
own walls to help others.
Fifteen years ago Mechuwana's youth program

FIND A PRINTABLE VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER

www.neumc.org/campsandreatreatcenters

was approached to assist
in the Cottrell/Taylor
Christmas basket program. This program helps
needy families each year
at Christmas time supplying them with food, fuel
assistance for heating
their homes, and gifts for
children. The program
has grown each year; we
now help more than 90
families. Mechuwana's
youth take the responsibility for providing the
gifts for each basket. The
youth also make homemade cards for local

nursing homes that we
deliver at the end of the
weekend (pictured left).
Read more about the
rally and other recent
news from Mechuwana
here: http://
conta.cc/2AV1abd

Camp Mechuwana
Winthrop, ME
(207) 377-2924
www.mechuwana.org
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Camp Aldersgate
For over 70 years, youth, adults, and families have found a sacred space
where they can unwind from the world and be
renewed in their faith at Camp Aldersgate in
North Scituate, RI. At Aldersgate, our mission is
to create a place where the word family means
something beyond the traditional definitions,
where each person is loved for who they are,
not who the world tells them to be; and where
people can feel the peace that comes with being
a child of God. John Michael Spelman (pictured
right) was named interim director for Camp Aldersgate on Nov. 20, 2017; he begins work on
Dec. 6. “The executive members of the board
were impressed with John’s strong history with
the camp, which spans over 15 years as camper,
volunteer, and staff member, including being
the camp program director for two years,”
said Karen Pehrson, board chair. “He will be able to pick up immediately and work with staff and volunteers in a seamless transition of leadership to be well-prepared for the winter retreat season and 2018 summer camp season.” Read more at www.neumc.org/news
Camp Aldersgate, 1043 Snake Hill Road, North Scituate, RI
www.campaldersgate.com

Covenant Hills
Covenant Hills had a successful second year in its re-visioning as a
camping and retreat center. The site is managed by a dedicated group
of volunteers. In June 2017 we welcomed several school groups for
overnight retreats on team building and nature studies. In July, the
Vermont Lions Club rented our facility to
provide several weeks of camping experience for boys with hearing impairment.
Several family reunions, church retreats,
and work weekends along with an afternoon of fun, fellowship, food and music
held by the Vermont Christian Family
Association, rounded out the season.
We lost a long-time supporter and important man-behind- the-scenes this year
when our caretaker, Dwight Baker,
passed away. He will be missed. We are
gearing up for summer 2018 with most of this year’s guests planning
to return. One addition is a group of NOMADS, (Nomads On a Mission
Active in Divine Service), a UMC group that provides volunteer labor
to UMC sites, who will be with us at the end of the summer to help
with maintenance, upkeep and repairs.
Covenant Hills Christian Camp, 246 Covenant Hills Road, Cabot, VT

Questions or suggestions for this publication,
contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communications,
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150

Rolling Ridge Retreat
and Conference Center
Since 1948, Rolling Ridge has been a
spiritual home for New England United
Methodists. Originally purchased as a facility for youth, over the past 10 years, the
Ridge has
been converted into
an adult
retreat center with
renovated
facilities
and spiritual programs
for United
Methodists
and the
larger faith
community. Recently named by Boston
magazine as one of the top local wellness
centers, Rolling Ridge today stands as the
premiere Christian retreat center in New
England. It is time for you to rediscover
the gracious beauty and divine peace that
is “the Ridge” including our Historic
Fletcher Steele Gardens, which received
the 2017 People’s Choice Award from Essex Heritage's Trails and Sails. There are
still dates open for 2018; United Methodist churches receive a 10 percent discount
when booking an overnight event.
660 Great Pond Road
North Andover, MA 01845
(978) 682-8815
Email : thestaff@rollingridge.org
www.rollingridge.org

Wanakee continued from page 1
The application for our 2018 summer staff
will open Dec. 6, 2017. Please encourage
your friends and loved ones to consider joining us for the most meaningful job they'll
ever have! We are especially in need of kitchen leadership. Salary is highly competitive,
and lodging is available in our renovated
Cook's Cabin. wanakee.campbrainstaff.com
Registration for summer camp will open no
later than Feb. 1, 2018 Visit our website or
wanakee.campbrainregistration.com to learn
more.

